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r\llS'illAC'l'
'l'lris sttrtll usscssccl thc cxtensirln sclvicc clclivcrl,ttl'[livcrs Stltc Agr.icrrltrrral
[)e vclopnrcnl. I)r'()granlnc (l{lSAl)l:l') as ltcrcciverl b1, 1,,'',,,.rr in OtrioiAli.ltor. l.ocul
Covcrtttttcttt Arca ol'llivcls Statc. Spccilically'. it idcntillctl tlrc socio-ccttnolnic
characlcristics ttl'thc lcsl-xrnclcnts irr the sl.ucl1,arca. irlcrrtillccl tlre crtcrrsittrr serviccs irr
ct'o11 1.ll'tltlLtctiott tlclivct'cd [ly I{lSnl)lil' irr Obio/Al';ror l.oclI (ioverr.rrrrcrrt \r'clr uncl
assessed tlte general pcrlbnnance ol'the cxtension agents ol'ltlSADLI) in tlte arca ol'
crop proclttction. Satlple lbr the study rvcre selectecl u,ith the use ol'randorl sarnpling
techttirluc. [)ata tvct'c collcctecl rvith tlrc aid ol'structurecl intervierv schedule ancJ

attll.r sctl ttsittg clcsct'i;ltivc statistical tools rralncly: lie clrrerrcy counts, ntcalt ancl

llercr:ttttlgcs.'l'lrc llnclings lrorn tlrc sttrrll'r'evealccl tlrat thc gcncral.job pcrlbrnrancc ol'
tltc cxtctision agcrtts as ;lcrccivccl [rv rnulorit)' (68.11'X,) ol'the lcsporrdeltts is ltrlor. A
geltct'ltl tlverltatt littg ttl'tlte AI)l' ilr tltc sl.rrrly at'cit \\,1s t'ec()911cp(lcrl rvlrich ca. 5c
lircilitated throtrglt itlt;rrtipriutc truirrirrg ol'tlrc cxtcnsi()n agcnts l.o cnatrlc tlrcrn accprire
relevattt ancl uselitl sliills that rvill better equip thetl to clischarge thcir clutics more
el'lcctivclr'. Also. t'cqtt litr visit to Iirrnrers as at rvlren cltre slroulcl be clonc by extension
asctlts attcl tlic r\l)l'shotrltl encleavour to proviclc ncccssArv logistics that rvill enable
thc cxtensit)n agcnts tlisclrrrrge tlrcir dtrties rnttre cl'lcctive l\,.

Kcy rvortls: assessnte nt. extcnsion service. I{ISAI)l:1, antl lirnncr.s

IN'TRODUCTION
'lhc ncecl to incrcasc loorl productiorr has
bcen a global clrallengc cspccially in
clcveloping countries.'['hc fiovcrullent, Non
governrnental organizations AS rvell as

irrclivirluals at'c not lcli out in lncing this
challenge. 'l'he Agricultural sectur has thc

1'lriurarl, responsibility, ol' e nsuring lbod
scctrrity in tlrc coulrtry. 'l'hc Covcrnrnent in
tltc bid to acttralize th is tlrealn has
cstablislred valiorrs agricrrltrrlal rlcvelopnrcnt
sclrcnrcs. Sorne o1- thesc eslabIishll.lcnts calne
ttttdct' tlte tlittistt'1, ol' Aglictrlttrrc anrl ltattrlal
rcsotrrces while stirrrc rverc cstublislrcrl as

indcpenclcnt bodics. 'l'hc Agricultural
[)evcloplncnt l)rclgrarnnrc (n DI)) was
cstablished as a rcsult ol' thc ncccl to [roerst
AgricLrllural prodrrctirlrr irr orclcr to rneet the
rising dcrnuncl lirl Iirorl (.litrorvo,2005). lle
n'crrl. lirltlre r to cr;llirin tlrat rluc to the lirct
that Agricrrltrl'al ltroduction and cxtcnsiou
scrviccs \vcrc too inaclecpratc to rnect
dornestic cxltcctations, thc Nigcria
govcnrltcnt arrd Worlcl Ilanl< wcnt into
agrcenrcnt rvhich rcsLrltccl into the
introcluction ol-ADI'in Nigeria, in 1975. lts
basic otr.lectivcs are to irrcrcase loocl
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procluctiort ancl l'aise the incottlc ol'litrtrcrs.
especially the snrall scale fht'trers.

Rivers State' Agricttltural Developtrent
l)r'ograntt'ttc (l{ISAI)l:P) rvas itltroclttcecl on

thc lTtlr ol' Ircbltrat'1' l9[17 (Syclnel' 2004)

aucl in accorclatlcc with thc tuodc ol'

operation of ADP tras eiglrt (8) operational

clivisiotrs ol' rvhich I:lxtcttsiott scrvicc

space(clcals ()ll thc cxtctlsiott service

clelivery) is one ol'thetr. '['lte tlrattdatcs ol-

tlris tlivisiort arc to clclivcl cxtcttsion services

to tlre litrttlcrs el'lcctivcly atttl tittlcll'
assistance ttt lllt'ltlet's irt llttrchasittg high

cprality ittrprovecl 1;lantirlg tltatet'ials. agro-

chcnricals etc.'l'lris clivisiort lras tlrrcc (3)

nririor ob.iectivcs u'lrie h itrc to:

o Eclucate laltlt Iamilics. assist tltett-t

ancl also provicle ltcclbacl< to tlrc

rttrtutgc tttcttt.
r Opcratc tltc cxtctlsiott sct'vice basccl

on Sl'A'f. '['rainirrg arrcl Visit (1'&V)
ntctltotl ol' cxtcnsiotl tcachi rrg oapablc

ol- trtotivittiug stnall scale lhrtttcrs
. 'l'rain thcir stafl' by irlrproving thcir'

ski I ls arrcl kttorv lecl ge.
'l-hc RISADtTP in trving to achicve

these ob.icctives ltas acloptecl clil'ltrerrt
ap1-lroucltes. With all thesc a1-r;rroacltcs atril

techrrolitgics llttt itt lllitcc. tltte c\llects tlli.tt

tltc ltroblettt ttl' itlltcletlttlttc ltrtlcl llrtltlttetitttt
nrust ltrtt'c [rcett rcclttccr.l to thc b;tt'cst

rrrinirttiLttt bttt tttllirt'tttttlttcll thc l'cvel'se

sccllrs to lrc thc casc. Orlc lllay rightly
rr'ontlct rvltct'c tltc llrot.rlcttl lics - Is tlrc Al)l)
cl'lcetircly' pcllirt'tttitttl ltct' tlttty tlr is tltc
problcttt rvith thc ctltl tlscrs ol' Iltcse

irtuovatiorts'/ lt is against this bacligrotttrcl

that this stutly asscsse cl thc l:xtcttsitltt scrvie c

clclivery (crop prodtrction activities) ol'

Itivers State ADI' (ltlSAI)t)l') as pcrceivccl

try lhrtrcrs irt OLrio/Alipor Local
(iovctttntcttt Arca (t,CA) ol' Ilivcl' Statc.

Spccilically ttris sttrcly rvill adclress tlrc
lirllorvirrg:

o iclentil'y tlre socio-econottlic
cltaracteristics ol' lhrtlters ilr

Obio/Akpor' [-ooal Covcrtltltant Arcit
ol' R ivct's Stitlc

o iclcntil-r'thc extettsiott scrvices irr

ct'ti1-l 1'lt'otlttetitrtr tlclivcrctl [lr' [livels
Statc nt)I'} irr ObiLr/Alillor [.ocitl
(iovcrttntcttt Arca ol'[{ivcrs State '

lt

. ilsscss the .iob pct'tbrntance o[' the

cxtcnsioll agellts of't{ISADEP in the

area o1'crop proclttction as perceivecl

b-"'' rcspottclerlts in OLrio/Alipor [-ocaI

Covcrtrttrcttt Alea

M BTIIODOLO(;Y
'flris stutlv rvas cotrclttctccl in Obio/Alipor
l.ocal Covel'ltltlcllt Arca ol'l{ivcrs State . '['hc

stucly covcl's 260 scl.littt rvith a total

population ol-4(r4,789 accorclitrg to 2006

populatiolt ccltstls. Otrt ol-the thrcc bloclis irr

thc study arca (Atali, Choba ancl Ogirrigba).

Atati blocli \vas ptrrposivcly choscn lbr this

strrclv basctl ott tltc lirct tlrat extensiott sct'vicc

divisiorr ot' [{ivcrs State A[)l) cotrcetttratccl

ttreir el'lbrt orr this block dtrc to lltrancial artcl

logistic constraints. Otrt o1-a total nunlber o1'

206 thlnre rs irr this blocli rvho have benctlted

Ii'our I{ivcls Statc AI)P scrvicc clelivcry' 6l
rvcre rattclotttly cltosctl. [)atir rve re collected

tusirrg stt'ttctttrccl itltcrvietv schedulecl.

[)cscriptivc statistics ttittlrcll'] liecltrency

cotrrrts. percelltage, lllcall. atttl ratll<ing rvere

tusccl to analysc clata. collccteil'

ITIiSUt,'TS
Socio liconotnic Cltaractcristics of thc
llcs ltontlcn ts
'l atrle I 1l'cscttts tlrc stlcitl-cct'ltiotllic
clraractcristics ol' tltc litrttlet's.'l'lre resttlt

slroln,s tlrat ntitiot'itv tl I' tltc t'cs1-ltltltlcttts

(3(r.l'2,) tvcre bctrvcett thc itgcs r:l' 50-59'
5J ..1",/u s'e t'c tllltlr: lttttl 70.5t2, rvcrc ttlitt'rictl.
As reqarcls le ve I tll'cclttcatiott. it tr'as sltorvtt

tltat ubottt -l().-l')1, ol' tlte t'es1'ltlttclcttts hitvc
'O' levcl ccrtilicatc artcl all tlte respottclcnts

rvcrc ('lrristiarrs. lvla.iority (59.0%) ol' tlte
lhrnrcrs tttairttaincd a hotrschold siz-e ol'

between 6-lOpersons. It rvas firrther sltowtt

that the rla.ior sorlrcc ol' livclihood in the

sturly arca is lirrnring activities. Only 8.2%

consentccl to ltoll litrnrirrg activities as their

rra.ior activities rvhilc 9l.l% indicated
lirrnrirrg as thcir ttta.ior sottrcc ol' livelihootl.
C'asstrva. 1'ant ttttd vegctltblc rvere the ll.tost

cultivittcd ct'ops b1' tltc rcspotrclcnts (37.7%)'
'l'hc 'l'able I also sltorvs that majority
(70.5%) o{'thc respoltclctlts rvere trarriccl ancl

as such lirced rvith rcsporrsibilities ol-talting
citt'c ol' thcir lirrttilics.
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'l'ablc I : Socio economic chitritctcristics ol' rcsponrlents
Item Frcq uency llLcgqtlges _
Ilouscholtl Sizc
l-5
6- t0
il-15
Major Sourccs ol' livelihootl
I'arnring activitics
Nun lirrnring activities
Crops Prorlucctl
(lirssirva, yirnr lrrtl vcgctirblc
Vegclablc. cassava ancl rnaize
l'larttain/baniula, yilnl ancl cussirvu
Maize, c00oyanl ancl casstrva

Agc l)istribution
20-19
30-39
.10-49

50--59

60-69
10-19
80-8e
Scx l)istribution
lVlalc

l:e rrr lr le

IVlaritll Status
Sirrgle
Married
Wiclorv
Wiclower
[)i vorectl
I I ighest l,'ornral litl ucat ional Qua lilica( ion
No lirlrrral lltltrculiorr
lrirst Scltool l-cuving C'ertillcate
'O' lcvcl Ccrtillcirte
l:irst clcrlcc
C)the r':;

llcligion
Christianity
lslanr
lJ rrtkllr isrrr

tl
i6
l-)

.1.5

_o

l!).7,,o
5 9.09/o

2 t .19,i)

9 I .89,i)

8.2u,6

3J ,J'I O

2-1.(r') i,

26.2(li,
I 1.5').i,

29.5'tit
i(r. I 

u, 
i,

I I .-l'l i,

l.l .l"u

57.J"i,
-la.(l"ir

70.5"b
19.19,',o

9. u9',r

6.6Yo

36.loru
39.30A
llJ.00,/c

100'70

,t
22

l-!

ti

+J
l2
6

4

22
aljrl

t'
(rl

Source : Iiicltl survcy,20l t

Ilxtension Serviccs rlcliveretl b),
IIISADBP Extcnsion Service Division in
Crop Procluction'I'lre cxtension services clelivere d by
RISADIIP are shown in Table 2. From the
l'able, 86.9%o ol' thc rcspoltclcnts inclicatccl
that RISADITP extensiolr scrvice division
have assisted thern in obtaiuing lilrarrcial
Ioitn liorl the govenllerlt. I)rolnotior-r ol
it\\,iu'cncss ()l' irtrrtlvtttirlrts t'ilnl(ccl scc()rtrl

rvith a perccrltage ol'75.;l rvhile using 'l'&V
nrethocl ol'tcaching ranhecl 3"1 with a

percentage ol' 62.3. None ol' the lhrmers
conserrtccl that I{lSADllP lras assisted then-r

rvith grant procurentent ll'orl governmenl
ancl in provision o1-lbedbacl< fiorn research
inst itutc.
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Tnllle 2: Ilxtcnsion Scrvices Delivcretl
I'rorluction

l:l

II.ISADBP flxtcnsiolt Servicc Division in Crop

llxtcnsion scrvicc tlcliverctl by
IIISAI)11P

Itrcqucncy(l) l r[c.ntr-g.A;f Il:rnhs

Assistance in llnancial lr:an
procurcnre nt ll'onr tlrc govcrnntcnt
l:stabl ishrnent ol' Sl'}A'l'
[)ronrotion o1' Arvarcncss o1'

inrrovrrtions.
Llsirrg ol"l- & V nrethocl ol'tcachirrg.
Assistarrcc irr prlrchlrsirrt ol'
itrproving plarrting ntate rials liont
conrnrcrciaI lirnncls.
Assistance in iclerrtillcation ol'
prtrble rrrs itr tltc lirrrrr.
Assistance in gnrnts l)rocurcnte ltt
Irclnr govcrnnte nt.
l)rovisit'rrr ol' lcedbacli liolrr research

53

6

46

38

86.9

9.8

75.4

62.3

6.6

4.9

I

1

2

)

lnstrtUtc.

Sttttrc'1,: I)-icld Sttrva.l' Dttlu, 201 I

.loll l)crlbrnriulcc ol' ItISAI)lil) Ilrtcnsion
:tgcnts irr Crop prorlrrcticln :rs pcrceivetl by
l:rrnrcrs in Obio/Akpor LGA of llivcrs
s t:r tc.
'l'able i shou,s thc.iob pellbrntarrce ol
l{lSz\l)lrl'} cxtensiorr ilgcnts in crop
procluction as pcrccivecl b1' lurnrcrs. lrtou.r
tlre 'l'ablc firrnrels agreecl tlrat the cxtcnsirtrr
agcr.lts listcn to thcnt trrrrl attencl to the ir
problcnrs rvlrcncvcr they visit, tlris lras thc
lrighest nteiln o| 3.05 rvhich is signilicant.'llrc 'l'atrlc lirrthcr rcvcalccl thal [hrrtrers
irgrcctl that l:xtcnsiorr irgcrrts tcach irr thc
wa1, thcy' unclcrstanrl (M =.2.66), extcnsion
age nts al'c lt()t partial rvlrcn tlcalirrg u,ith
litrrttcrs irr tlrcil area (M= 2.,50). cxtcltsiorr
agents talh to litrntcrs in thcir arca rvitlr
respect (M : 2.93) ancl that extension agents
lravc visitccl thcnt in the ir lirrrns (M= 2.60).
Ilrc resrrlt lirrtlrcl slrorl tlrat l'trr.nters
tlislgreerl u'ith tlre stittclncltt\ tlrlt cstcrrsiorr
ilgcnts rlircct thcnr Io c()t)lltct'ciirl lirr.rrrcrs on
tirnc to purclrase intprovccl plantilrg nratcrial
(M =, 1.98). c.rtension agcrrts arc ulrvavs ctn

tirne to teach ( M: 2.1,5), extcnsion agents
visit at every scheclulecl tinre ( M: 1.53).
crIcnsiorr itscnls lt'c liierrtllr to tlrcrrr

rvltcncvcr thc1, yisil (M: 1.95) , cxtensitrn
age nts have visited tlrern in their ltouses (M:
2.21) ancl exteltsion agents are alrvays in a

hurrv to so rvhenever tlrcy visit fhrrners irr

thcir arca (M: 2.07).

Gencr:rl rating ol'thc job pcrtbrmancc of
ItlSAl)lil' cxtcnsion :rgents in crop
;lrotluction bv lirrnrcrs
'l'ablc ,l shorvs thc gcneral ratirrg ol'.iob
perlbrrlancc ol' I{lSADlll) cxtcnsion agents
irr crop pxrcluction, l,hich rangcs fl-orn
cxce llcrrt, r,cl'), goocl, gtlorl. rrrrlclcratc to
1-roor'. 

'llrc rcstrlt slrorvs thut no rcsl;orrdelrt
irrrlicatcrl Illrt thc.lob 1tu'lolntancc ol'
ItlSnl)t:l' cxtcr.rsitlrr ilgcnts \vct'c ncithcr
cxccllerrt lt()r vcr),gootl, 33% ol'thc
reslrondents rated their .iob perfbrrronce to
bc gtrocl, 27.c)ol, rltccl thcir.job pcrlitnnurrcc
to be ntorlctrte u,hilc rrrliolitr, (6tl.ti%) rutecl
thcir'.lotr ;lcrlirrrnlrncc lo lrc poor.

'l'lris rcstrlt rcvculs tltat thc gcrrcr.al .iolt
pcrlbrnrarrcc ol' c.rtensiorr agcltts irr ct.()p
pt'ocluction in Obio/Alipor [-ocal
Covernrnent Area ol'River State is Iar rnuch
less than rvhat is expectecl ll'orn tlreut.
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'l'itblc J. .lob l'crlirrlttatrcc tll' IIISADI!I'
llcrceivctl lry lrrrntcrs in Obio/A r LGA of

JOI} PERFOII.IVIANCE

lixtcnsion agcltts itt Crop ;trotlttction
Ilivcrs Statc

l1

ils

SA
.l

I)
2

A
3

SD
I

Nl li r\ N Il Ii, l\'l ;\ ll l(

[]xtensior-r agent listens to nle'

and ltttcnds ttt ttty Ploble ttts

rllrcucvct' thcv visit.

l.rtcrtsion agcttts tcitclt ttt Lt

rt,it)' i n ttrtclcrstatttl

l:rtcnsion irgcnts clirccts tttc to
corlntctciitl lhrtttet's oti titttc to
prrlclltsc irttprove 1'rlarttirt Ll

nratcriols

Lrtcnsion ilgcltts itte itlrr ltl s

on ti ntc to tcllcll.

lrrtensiott agenls I isit rlt cVe r)
schctlulcd tinrc.

l:rtcrrsion ilgcnts i.tt'c

partiul rvltct.t clcaling
lirrnrcrs itt ntl alea.

l6(2(t.2) j2(-s2.5) ri(2r.3)

-t( (r.(t )

l(1..1 )

r( r .6)

{ l((l7.1)

ll( 19.7 )

I l( lli.0)

l(i.-i )

7(ll.-5)

l0(49.2 )

16( 75.4 )

2n( 46)

9( I.l.ti)

17\27.e)

l((r.6 )

I I (-i0.tt )

r(1.6)

l2l

I ti6

I (rl

t29

9l

155

:j.05

l.(r(r

l.9lJ

2.15

r.5i

2._50

l)

l)

I)

l)

l)

I)

not
rvith

l.rtcnsiott xgcttts tall's ttr

lirlrncrs in nrY Arcu rvith
Icspt'et.

r({.9 )

l:xtensi()n ltgcnts atc lIicrttlll
l() nl(' \\ hrrlc\ r:t' tltcr r isit tttr
r.I cil

l.rtcrrsion ugcnts hrrrc risitcrl l(i..1 )

rrtr' irt tttr liu ttl

l:rtcrtsiott agcrtts ltrlc I isitctl
rtte in rn1 ltottse

l l(50.li )

l6( 2().1)

l19

27(1"{.3) l(1.{r) l5(,

-12(6ti.9) 3(5.{)) ll.5

4l(()7.2) tt(l:i.l) 126

l7\) l.e j

1.9-5

2.()0

l.l I

2.t)7

t

l;xtcnsitrn lrgerrts rt'c ltltvitt's itt - 12(19.7)

l hrrlr'"r' to go rvhcttcvcr tlrcy
r isit nrv alca.

Sottrc'a: lricltl Surva-t' I)utu, 201 I
N/ll: Mid point : Inclicates 2.5, Irean scores <
- 2.50 suggcsts Agrcctttctlt : A

2.50 suggests Disagreement : D, Inean scores
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'l'ablc 4. Gcneral rating of the
Irrorluction by farmers.

l5

job perftrrmancc of ItISADEI' extension agents in crop

(icncral ll.ating Frcquency (l) l'crcentagc ('2,) Ila n hs

[:.xcelle ttt
Moclel'ate
Cooci
Moderatc

_ll_npr--
'1"<ttal

;
2
I

2

t1
42

-).J
27.9
68.8

6t I (X)

,ltturt'a Ficltl Survct' Dulu,20I I

DISCI.]SSION
lrronr thc age clistritrution ol'tlrc larurcrs, it
rvas rcvcalecl that nra.lolity ol' thc lhrurers
rverc adults, rvlro Iravc expericnce in lhrrning
and are rrot rvithin the clepenclcncy ratio i11

tlie socictl' hencc. ci.ln bc clepcrtclecl upott by
nrcrnt'rers ol'thcir lirnrilics arrcl the societf in
gencral lbr increase irr l'oocl protluctiou. 'l'ltc

sex clistribution ol- the lurrncrs as presentecl

in 'l'rble I shows that there wcre more nrales

than fcrlalc I'arrners. l-his could irnply that
nrcrl arc nrole activc in lurrning activitics
thau u,onren in the stuclied area. '[his rliglrt
hc ls ir lcsrrlt ol'thc lirct tlurt rvotttcn arc
[)cins oecrrpierl rvith clonrcstic ire tivities.

'l'lrc rcsrrlt also shorvs tlrut rnaloritv rrl'
thc rcsl-ronclertts rvere nralricrl artcl as such
lirccrl u,ith responsibilitics ol' taliirrg carc ol'
tlrcir lirrrrilics.'l'lris cotrlcl sclve as il str'ons
rrtotivatirrg lolcc lor lirrnrcrs to e nrbracc tlte
extension scn'iccs rlclivererl by RISADEP
c\tcnsi()n scrviec tlir isiort ll5 i.r nlelns ol
iucrea:;ing thcir proclLrctivitics as rvcll as

their gcneral incoure levcl to erlable tllcnr
talie care of their Iarnilics rlorc e ll'ectively.
Morc than hall' ol' the rcslloudeuts were
shou,lr to have at least a senior secondary
school certitlcale. 'fhis irnplies that nra.iority
ol'thc responclcrrts coulcl not be saicl to be

illitcrates as they,coulcl reacl and rvrite but at

tlre sanre tinrc need rnore errlightcntrent to
enable theur Lrnclerstancl ancl utilize thc
inlilrnratiorr thcv reccive e I'lbctiveIr,.

It is not surprising tlrat all thc lirrntcrs
rvcrc lixrucl to trc (lhristians. as Obio/Alipor
LCA is a Christiarr clorlinaterl area. 'I'his can
se rvc irs a rrrrilying lirctor anrongst thc
litt'nre rs as tltcrc n ill bc lcss cliscrirrrination
in te rrrls ol'lirith iul()ltg tlicrn. 'l lrc lrorrselrrllcl
sizc \\,us relutivelr lrigh inrl-rlvinrr llurt

ma.jority ol' tlrc Iirrntcrs hitvc rttodcrately
cnough firrnr harrds to carry out [hrnring
activities. Majority ol' the fhrrrers consenterl
to larnring as theil ma.ior sourcL- ol'
liveliliood. 'l-his conllnns the result ol' tlre

2006 censLrs which put Nigcria's total
popu lation at I 40.003.542 rvitlr rural
clrvclle rs lbrnrirrg ovcr' ,50 pe rccnt of'tlrc total
popu lation anrl thc nra.ior sustaina['rle

livclihoocl activities cllrierl out by this
populacc arc agricultural-r'clated ( Asiabaha,
2002; Alipabio, 200-5 rncl llcarrli-obi, 201 l).
This lirct \vas also asccrtainccl Lly sonrc
arrthors rvlro idcrrtilrctl ugricrrlturc as thc
tnujol sLrstainablc livclilroocl uctivitl, ol' thc
rttral pcoplc ([:liorrg. ]0l0 urtrl Msbirrla,
2010). Irr thc sanre vcin, Ozor. ct trl., 201I
irr his stucll' liruncl out tlrat 7l pe rce rrt ol'
Irorrsclrolds in Southcrn Nigcria lravc
lirrrning ils thcir rna.jor occupatiorr.
According to the result ol'tlris stuil1,.

cassava, \,arn ancl vegctable rvere thc n'rrlst

ctrltivatecl ct'ttps ['r5, thc rcspontlents.'l'his
confinns the rcsrrlts ol' solne authclrs
(Nrveke, 199(r; [nete, 2003) rvho havc
identillccl thcsc crops to [rc chcrishcd lbocls
an-lo11g peoplc in the strrcll, arca.

l'lre lirrrncrs inclicatecl that RISADEP
cxterrsiorr scrvice clivision lrave assisted
thern irr obtaining flnarrcial loan ll'orn the
govenrmclrt. As ltart ol- govelnuterrt agenda
to boast agricLrlturc in thc society, they
plovitlc llrrancial loarr lilr Iurnrcrs ancl one
\\'ilv thc), clo this is through agcncics such as

A[)l) rvho arc closcr to the litrrncrs ancl can
casil;, clrry'out irrvcstigirtitrrr Ltl cnsrrre thnt
thc lirrrncls can rcpil)' thc loun givcrr to thcnr.
'l'lris rcsult is irr lirrc rvitlr I:liorrg (2010) rvlro
indicatccl that tlrc Icnrlirrg ilgcnc)/ rccprircs a

ce rtain unr()unt rll' in lilrnlrtitlrt atrorrt the
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borrorve r to ascel'tain his ability to repay the

loan. 'l'lris is e ll'ectivcly achievable il' they

are closc to the borrotver. Also. one ol'thc
nralor aiurs ol- ADP is to ittcrcase lood

1'rrorlrrctiort anrl raisc the ittcolttc lcvcl ol'
Irtrntct's cs1'rccialll, stttall scalc litrtttet's. tlttc
trl'thc u'a1,'s thcy achie vc tlris is [t1' trsirrg 'l' &
V metlroci ol'teaching to cclttcate tlte Iarnrers

on hou,to irnprove their procltrctivity thereby
increasing their incotne.

'l'he gcneral rating ol'.iob perfbrmance
ol- RISADIJP extension agcnts in crop
pltlilrrctiott shotvs that lhc extcttsiotr scrvicc
rlelivcly in thc arca is still poor.'l'his has

bce n a rr ilitating litctor tor'valcls thc
achicvcrncnt ol' thc MDC ol' lirotl sccttt'it1'.
'l'hc cxte nsion scrvicc o('tltc AI)l' tlcspite all
irrtervr:rrtiorr artcl enhancctttcttt lltogtiltttltle
prrt in place to rcvivc it lrtrs tl()t )'ct
cxpcric rtcccl upplcc ia [r lc i ttrltrovc tttetrl.

'l'ltis sttttlv thet'clilrc cottclttclcs thirt thc

.iob pcrlorntartce ol'tlre l:xtctrsitttt Agcttts ol.
Itivcrs Statc r\l)l'} irr Obio/r\lipor l-CA rvas

lloor. lt rccorrrrncrtrls overltattlirtg tll' tltc
nl)l' in Otrio/Akpor l-(iA. Spccilically.
appropliatc trainirtg sltotrlcl bc givcn to thc

cxtcnsiorr .rgcrlts to cnable thetn acqttire
skills that rvill bette r e cluip tltcrtt to clischargc

the ir tlrrtics tnorc cl-1":ctivclt'. Also. rcgttlal'
visit to litlnrcrs lts lrt tvlrctt tlttc shott lcl bc

cklnc bl,cxtcnsirtn agcttts atttl thc nDl'
shotrlrl crrdclrvotrr to ;lrovirle lteccssitt)'
Iosistics thitt u ill cttitblc tlrc cxtcttsiott
agcnts clischargc their cltrtics llt()t'c

c I'le ctively.
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